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The Breeders’ Cup is one of the most 
prestigious events in international horse racing 
— a two-day championship that brings together 
the best horses, trainers, and jockeys from 
around the world. Held annually at rotating 
premier racetracks in the United States, it 
serves as the culmination of the Thoroughbred 
racing season. Featuring 14 Grade I races and 
more than $30 million in total prize money, the 
Breeders’ Cup crowns champions across every 
division — from sprinters and turf specialists to 
juveniles and the elite contenders in the $6 
million Breeders’ Cup Classic. Because it 
attracts competitors from North America, 
Europe, Asia, and beyond, the event is often 
called the “World Championships” of horse 
racing. Beyond the competition, the Breeders’ 
Cup is also a celebration of the sport itself — 
combining world-class racing, fashion, and 
pageantry with an atmosphere that rivals the 
Kentucky Derby or Royal Ascot.



Key storylines to watch in 2025

• Who will field the strongest contender in the 
Classic—and can a 3-year-old take on the older 
horses successfully? Can Sovereignty continue 
his historic year?

• Triple Threat: West Point Thoroughbreds Takes 
Aim at Breeders’ Cup Glory in Del Mar!

• How will the international horses perform? 
With so many entrants from Europe, Japan and 
beyond, the global dimension is heightened.

• What emerging stars will show up on the 
juvenile (2-year-old) side? Friday (Day 1) is often 
dubbed “Future Stars Friday” and showcases the 
next generation.



Breeders Cup Schedule and Wagering Menu  



Handicapping Thoughts to consider for Breeders Cup Friday

The wait is over — the Breeders’ Cup World Championships are here, and with them comes the most electric two 
days in horse racing. Friday belongs to the future — a showcase of the world’s best two-year-olds competing for 
glory, headlines, and early favoritism on the Road to the Kentucky Derby and Oaks.

This is where stars are born. From the Juvenile Turf sprints to the marquee Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, these young 
talents step onto racing’s grandest stage to prove their class, their courage, and their potential to define the sport’s 
next era. For bettors, it’s a chance to find value before the rest of the world catches on — to identify brilliance before 
it becomes legend.

Keep in mind that these young horses are evolving every day. Breakout performances are born on this stage. 
Handicapping the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile races isn’t just about what a horse has done — it’s about anticipating what 
it can and will do today.

Pay close attention to horses stretching out in distance and expect the best of this group to show noticeable 
development under the bright lights. The winner may not simply repeat their last effort but instead reveal a new 
dimension of talent. Look for youngsters with the pedigree and mental toughness to thrive at this level.
And don’t overlook the international invaders. Horses shipping in from around the globe — especially the Europeans 
— bring deep turf pedigrees and come from barns that have mastered the art of winning on Breeders’ Cup weekend.



Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 6, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint (5F  
Turf) at Del Mar. This is a deep field of closely matched runners.  This race is about a clean 
break and getting that clear run for the line. 

Key Contenders 
The European contingent brought a strong group this year with 6 of the 12 starters. They should 
be considered carefully.  The best of the group looks to be Obrien’s True Love, this one is 
coming off a G1 win and has never been worst then 2nd.  From the American group Intricate 
Spirit, Cy Fair and Schwarzenegger come in with a good shot all coming off wins. 

This group will be tough to separate, keep an eye on the AE’s if any runners are scratched.  

Group A: 9 True Love, 10 Cy Fair, 6 Intricate Spirit, 11 Schwarzenegger
Group B: 1 Brussels, 3 Royal Treatment, 12 Lennilu, 8 Havana Anna

Live Long shot: 7 Mission Control 



Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 7, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies (1 1/16M 
Dirt) at Del Mar. This is a deep and competitive field of 2YOs, with several undefeated runners 
and multiple Grade 1 stakes winners.  Every horse in this race is a legit contender with a shot to 
win.  Don’t be afraid to include the horse who’s been forgotten on the tote board in your 
trifectas. 

The distance will be Key in this race.  Look for those bred to go long and expect improvement 
from shorter efforts.  

Key Contenders 
Percy’s Bar and Tommy Joe come off strong efforts with Percey’s Bar finishing in front in both 
races.  Percey’s Bar comes in with the number power. In this crowd I expect to see 
development from Super Corredora, Bottle of Rouge and Meaning giving them a punchers 
chance.  Taking a stand against Iron Orchard on the inside. 

Group A: 4 Percy’s Bar. 5 Tommy Jo
Group B: 8 Super Corredora, 2 Bottle of Rouge 

Live Long shot: 3 Meaning 



Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 8, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf  (1M 
Turf) at Del Mar. As with most BC races another huge competitive field.  5 of the 13 hail from 
overseas.   

Aidan O’Brian ships in Precise who appears to be a standout in this field, but the post draw 
may have opened the door for some other possibilities. 

Key Contenders 
Precise strongest on paper, outside post cracks the door for others. Ultimate Love will be 
closing late but this will be a class test. Time to Dream had a rough trip last out in the 
Jessamine and may bounce back here. 

Group A: 13 Precise
Group B: 1 Ultimate Love, 9 Time to Dream  

Live Long shots: 5 Final Accord, 7 Celebrity Warrior  



Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 9, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile  (1 1/16M Dirt) at 
Del Mar. The winner of this race is typically considered the early favorite for the Kentucky Derby.

This year Todd Pletcher comes in with his undefeated colt Ted Noffey. This well-bred son of Into 
Mischief will have everyone’s attention but upsets can and do happen often in this race. 

Key Contenders 
Ted Noffey checks all the boxes and will be the likely deserving favorite, outside post in 8 horse 
field shouldn’t be an issue. No surprises here, I’m going with the chalk. 

Baffert’s Brant comes into the race after 2 wins over the Del Mar surface, expect this one to fire 
a big shot. 

Group A: Ted Noffey
Group B: 7 Brant

Live Long shots: 6 Litmus Test  



Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 10, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf  (1M Turf) at 
Del Mar. We have another massive field with the favorite in the outside post.  This race has the 
potential for some fireworks on the tote board to close out opening day of the Breeders Cup. 

This large field going a mile suggests a fast pace as horse try to get position.  This could lead to 
a situation where some closers pick up the pieces in this one.  

Key Contenders 
Gstaad comes in off a string of 2nd against Europe’s best but looks like the one to beat here.  
Bottas the undefeated runner for the Clement stable has the right closing style to make some 
noise in this race.  Argos from the Riley Mott barn is coming off a win at Woodbine and could be 
ready to repeat the effort. 

Group A: 14 Gstaad
Group B: 12 Bottas, 9 Argos
Live Long shot: 4 Third Beer



Handicapping Thoughts to consider for Breeders Cup Saturday

If Friday is about the future, Saturday is about supremacy. The sport’s brightest stars — champions, veterans, and 
late bloomers — converge for racing’s richest, most prestigious card. Every division is on display, from sprinters blazing 
down the stretch to turf titans and Classic contenders chasing immortality.

This is where form meets fire. Every move, every stride, every decision carries weight. Titles, Eclipse Awards, and 
legacies are on the line. The best horses, trainers, and jockeys in the world all come together for one purpose — to win 
on the Breeders’ Cup’s biggest stage.

For handicappers, this is the ultimate test. Value hides in plain sight, pace makes champions, and trip notes turn into 
treasure maps. The day belongs to those who trust their read — and back their opinion with conviction.

As Championship Saturday unfolds, bring forward everything you learned on Friday. Patterns emerge quickly at the 
Breeders’ Cup — and those who adjust win big. Are the European shippers continuing their dominance on turf, or 
have the Americans closed the gap? Which trainers and barns are firing early and showing sharp form?

Watch the subtleties — the way the surface carries speed or invites late momentum. Track bias often reveals itself 
quietly, but it’s the key to finding value. Apply what you’ve learned, trust your instincts, and adapt as the day unfolds. 
The difference between a good day and a great one is often just one timely adjustment.



Group A: 6 Sweet Azteca, 8 Hope Road
Group B: 9 Richi

Live Long shots: 2 Splendora, 5 Fee Blanche, 3 Vahva

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 4, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint  (7F Dirt) 
at Del Mar. Day 2 of the BC races kicks off with the sprinters.  Sweet Azteca has 7 wins in 9 
starts and will be setting the pace in this one, the question will be can anyone catch her? 

Key Contenders 
Sweet Azteca the class of the field, if horses are winning on the front she will be hard to beat. 
Hope Road from the Baffert barn brings 3 wins from over this surface. Fee Blanche from Japan 
is a wild card in this field.  She has won at the distance and could be a huge surprise. Richi’s 
last two races suggest she may have lost a step.  Tamara will take a lot of money in this race, off 
2 races in nearly 700 days I will look elsewhere.  Vahva gets Irad will be following the leaders 
into the final turn, she’s been working lights out. 



Group A: 5 Bring Theband Home, 8 Ag Bullet, 3 Arizona Blaze
Group B: 1 Motorious

Live Long shot: 9 Bear River

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 5, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint  (5F Turf) at Del 
Mar. Big field going short on the grass always makes for a close finish. Expect a photo to sort 
the winner out in this race. 

This race has a good mix of all styles with a group of front runners, pressers and closers. 

Key Contenders 
Motorious last years runner up in this event is back after a light 2025 campagin.  I’m going to 
take a stand against at a low price. Arizona Blaze and Ag Bullet are both very impressive coming 
in after wins and both look ready to win.  Bring Theband Home will who did his best work at 
Saratoga this year comes in poised to bounce back after his Woodbine loss.   



Group A: 1 Kopion, 10 Bentornato
Group B: 12 Straight No Chaser, 7 Imagination

Live Long shots: 3 Lovesick Blues,5 Big City Lights, 11 Mullikin 

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 6, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint  (6F Dirt) at Del Mar. 
Huge field ready to load into the gate to settle the most important sprint race of the year.  

Key Contenders 
Straight No Chasers is back to defend the title after a trip around the world. I think this year's 
edition will be to tough to repeat. Kopion will break from the inside post, his late style should 
keep him from trouble in the 1 spot. Bentornato is the ML favorite winning by 5 in his only start 
this year. It’s hard to believe Bentornato will have the foundation to turn the tables this year and 
win, but the race at CD was so good, I think he can.  Expect a close finish between Kopion and 
Betornato. A big price should hit the board to make the exotics worth the wager. 



Group A: 8 Seismic Beauty, 1 Nitrogen
Group B: 12 Dorth Vader, 2 Sarwak Rim

Live Long shots: 7 Gin Gin 

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 7, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Distaff  (1 1/8M Dirt) at Del 
Mar.  With Thorpedo Anna retired, this year's edition of the distaff is wide open for a new horse 
to claim the mantle of world’s best Filly or Mare

Key Contenders 
Seismic Beauty coming off 3 wins in a row for Baffert will be formattable here. Nitrogen moving 
off the turf with success this year will be looking to bounce back from a slow start in the 
Spinster. Sarwak Rim will be interesting  with a 4 for 5 record in Argentina and Irad in the saddle.  
Scottish Lassie looked unbeatable after the Coaching Club Oaks at Saratoga but came back to 
earth at Parx last out. Don’t forget about Dorth Vader who last race puts her right into the 
battle. 



Group A: 1 Rebel’s Romance, 10 El Cordobes 
Group B: 8 Minnie Hauk

Live Long shots: 12 Tawny Port, 14 Ethical Diamond

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 8, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Turf  (1 1/2M Turf) at Del 
Mar.  9 of the 14 runners are coming from across the world to establish who is best going long 
on the turf.  Appleby and O’Brien always come to this race ready. 

Key Contenders 
Rebel’s Romance from Appleby got the dreaded 1 post, but at this distance it shouldn’t be a 
factor. This is the defending champ and looks to be ready to repeat. O’Brien’s Minnie Hauk is 
the ML favorite but I will be looking to beat.  Stacking the deck, Appleby brought the Sword 
Dancer winner El Cordobes, at 15-1 ML this one is a must play. Chad brings Redistricting as 
America’s best hope.  

The Appleby exacta is very possible, and big prices can round out the trifecta.  



Group A: 6 Sovereignty, 7 Sierra Leone
Group B: 5 Forever Young

Live Long shots: 2 Baeza, 10 Antiquarian

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 9, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic  (1 1/4M Dirt) at Del 
Mar.  Some are calling this the race of the century, the top 3 from last year’s classic vs this 
year’s 3 superstars led by Sovereignty. Sovereignty is looking to secure the win to establish 
himself amongst the all-time greats.  

Key Contenders 
The big 2 in this race are Sovereignty vs Fierceness, we all know what both of these horses have 
done.  Head-to-head I give the edge to Sovereignty with his steady improvement and perfect 
management.  Contrary Thinking is here to set an honest pace, I think this hurts Fierceness 
against a strong group of closers.  Sierra Leone is a closer among closers and is last years 
champ. This race looks like it will come down to Sovereignty vs Sierra Leone, and I think we’ll 
see history with Sovereignty.   The only other horse I would consider on top is last year’s runner 
up Forever Young. Forever Young has never been out of the trifecta against the worlds best. 



Group A: 11 Rhetorical, 5 Program Trading 
Group B: 2 Notable Speech, 7 Johannes

Live Long shot: 8 Formidable Man 

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 10, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Mile (1M Turf) at Del Mar.  
We just watched the classic and we still have 3 more BC races to watch, what a day!  This turf 
mile brings another packed field to settle who’s best on the lawn. 

Key Contenders 
While the international horses can’t be ignored, Rhetorical exploded with a monster 
performance in this geldings last race.  A repeat of that effort gets him a picture at Del Mar.  The 
horse he beat Program Trading will be looking to turn the tables. Appleby brings Notable 
Speech to win for Europe.  This one is coming off a win at Woodbine but that was his only win 
this year.  I’m going to look to beat this one.  Johannes comes in on form for the California 
contingent. 

A repeat of the Turf Mile at Keenland is my bet to the shock of the euros. 



Group A: 3 Nysos, 4 Mystik Dan
Group B: 10 White Abarrio, 6 Full Serrano

Live Long shot: 9 Touch of Destiny

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 11, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (1M Dirt) at Del 
Mar.  We just did it on the turf, let’s do a mile on the dirt. This race, much like the classic, is a 
sire minting contest.  

Key Contenders 
Nysos comes in as the favorite for Baffert who is used to saddling the favorites. Nysos has only 
been 2nd once on a sloppy derby day track.  Goal Oriented and Mystik Dan are looking to rain on 
Nysos parade.  White Abarrio will be a wild card in here shortening up from the Jockey Club 
Gold Cup. Touch of Destiny can’t be ignored with his 6 for 6 record, but this will be a massive 
class jump from Uruguay racing. 

The McPeek barn has been hot, Mystik Dan in an upset photo over Nysos and White Abarrio. 



Group A: 13 She Feels Pretty, 6 Diamond Rain
Group B: 5 Gezora, 9 Cinderella’s Dream

Live Long shots: 12 Bellezza, 2 Stellify

Here’s the full race breakdown for Race 12, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf (1 3/8M 
Turf) at Del Mar.  We end this year’s Breeder’s Cup with the Fillies and Mares going a route on 
the turf. We have a full field of 14 to settle this last contest. 

Key Contenders 
She Feels Pretty, Gezora, and Cinderella’s Dream are the top 3 according to the ML odds. She 
Feels Pretty looks better than her euro competitors in this one.  Stellify from the Cox barn is a 
must at 30-1. Clement’s Bellezza should outrun her odds with a real shot to get into the money. 
Dimond Rain who lost by a head to She feels Pretty will be looking to reverse the outcome. 

The euros will be most likely over bet in this one, a great opportunity  to get a trifecta home with 
some double-digit odds and end the 2025 Breeders’ Cup on a profitable note. 
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